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  Vivliostyle Themes

  
    [image: Vivliostyle Themes logo]
    Vivliostyle Themes logo
  
  Vivliostyle Theme is a style theme used for creating publications with Vivliostyle. With Vivliostyle Themes, you can effortlessly change the style of your publications.
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  Adoption of the Official Theme

  A generic theme that is likely to be used by many users will be adopted as the official theme. Official themes are managed in the vivliostyle/themes repository and published as npm packages with the name @vivliostyle/theme-*.

  
    Conditions for Adoption

    The conditions for adoption as an official theme are as follows:

    
      	The design and primary purpose of the theme must be different from the existing official themes.

      	The theme must meet the theme specifications.

      	Sign the Contributor License Agreement.

      	Comply with the Code of Conduct.

    

  
  
    How to Adopt

    Please send a pull request to the vivliostyle/themes repository.

    
      	The theme name should be @vivliostyle/theme-*.

      	Include the source code in packages/@vivliostyle/theme-*.

    

    If your theme is accepted as an official theme, you will be given the following privileges as a maintainer of the vivliostyle/themes repository:

    
      	Push to the repository

      	Triage issues

      	Review and merge pull requests

    

  

    ← Previous Vivliostyle Themes Gallery   Next → README  
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  Vivliostyle Themes Gallery

  This is a gallery of Vivliostyle Themes released as npm packages. Newly released themes are added here as soon as we find them, but if you find something that is not listed, please send an issue or pull request.

  
    Official Vivliostyle Themes

    Currently, there are six official themes.

    
      @vivliostyle/theme-bunko

      It is suitable for Japanese vertical novels. It also supports ruby and horizontal-in-vertical composition (in Japanese, "縦中横"). CSS variables allow customization of lines/characters per page, page headers, and more.

      
        	README (CSS variables list)

      

      
        [image: Theme-bunko sample image. The manuscript is 'Night on the Galactic Railroad'.]
        Theme-bunko sample image. The manuscript is 'Night on the Galactic Railroad'.
      
    
    
      @vivliostyle/theme-slide

      This is good for slide presentations. The style changes between the cover page and the general page. CSS variables allow customization of colors, layout, and cover page styles.

      
        	README (CSS variables list)

      

      
        [image: Theme-slide sample image. On the left is the cover page with a blue background, and on the right is the general page with a white background.]
        Theme-slide sample image. On the left is the cover page with a blue background, and on the right is the general page with a white background.
      
    
    
      @vivliostyle/theme-techbook

      A technical book designed with printing in mind (e.g., margins adjustment at the inside/outside margin). Source code and table of contents are also supported. CSS variables allow customization of colors, page headers/footers, and image resolution.

      
        	README (CSS variables list)

      

      
        [image: Sample images from theme-techbook. In addition to text, it has a table and source code.]
        Sample images from theme-techbook. In addition to text, it has a table and source code.
      
    
    
      @vivliostyle/theme-academic

      This is suitable for reports written by students. Chapter and section numbers are automatically added. CSS variables allow customization of figure sizes and frame element styles.

      
        	README (CSS variables list)

      

      
        [image: Sample images from theme-academic. In addition to text, it contains diagrams and tables.]
        Sample images from theme-academic. In addition to text, it contains diagrams and tables.
      
    
    
      @vivliostyle/theme-gutenberg

      This is suitable for horizontal novels in English. In addition to the default theme.css, three CSS variations (alice.css, fang.css, sherlock.css) are available.

      
        	README

      

      
        alice.css

        
          [image: Sample image from theme-gutenberg. The manuscript is 'Alice's Adventures in Wonderland'.]
          Sample image from theme-gutenberg. The manuscript is 'Alice's Adventures in Wonderland'.
        
      
      
        fang.css

        
          [image: Sample image from theme-gutenberg. The manuscript is 'White Fang'.]
          Sample image from theme-gutenberg. The manuscript is 'White Fang'.
        
      
      
        sherlock.css

        
          [image: Sample image from theme-gutenberg. The manuscript is 'The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes'.]
          Sample image from theme-gutenberg. The manuscript is 'The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes'.
        
      
    
    
      @vivliostyle/theme-epub3j

      This is a theme for creating EPUB compatible with the EBPAJ EPUB 3 File Creation Guide. Suitable for Japanese vertical text EPUB publications.

      
        	README

      

      
        [image: Screenshot of theme-epub3j example.]
        Screenshot of theme-epub3j example.
      
    
  
  
    Unofficial Vivliostyle Themes

    
      vivliostyle-theme dnd-5e-phb

      Author: oldgeese

      D&D 5e PHB theme for Vivliostyle

      [image: ]
    
    
      vivliostyle-theme-thesis

      Author: yamasy1549

      Academic theme (thesis)

    
    
      vivliostyle-akashi-kosen-bulletin

      Created by: yamasy1549

      A style for annual report of National Institute of Technology, Akashi College (unofficial)

    
  

    ← Previous Spec of Vivliostyle Theme   Next → Adoption of the Official Theme  
      
  © 2026 Vivliostyle Foundation.
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  Spec of Vivliostyle Theme

  If you want to publish your theme as an npm package, please follow the specification below. You can use create-vivliostyle-theme to quickly create a theme that follows this specification.

  
    Theme Name

    The name of the theme can be free. However, it is recommended to follow some points:

    
      	If the purpose is clear, include a concise term that represents it.

      	Avoid terms related to modifiable styles.
        
          	For example, publication size and layout direction are expected to be easily changeable by users in the future with tools like Vivliostyle Pub. Therefore, avoid using terms related to these modifiable styles.

          	Examples of names to avoid: vivliostyle-theme-a4book, vivliostyle-theme-tategaki, etc.

        

      

    

  
  
    Styles to Include in the Theme

    A theme should encompass styles for the entire publication, rather than focusing on specific elements (e.g., only figures or footnotes).

    Below are the typical styles that should be included in a theme. The theme template generated with create-vivliostyle-theme includes these styles.

    
      	Page (margin, running header/footer, etc.)

      	Heading

      	Paragraph

      	Math expression

      	Figure and caption

      	Table and caption

      	Source code

      	Footnote

      	Ruby

    

  
  
    Directory Structure

    vivliostyle-theme-mybook/
├── LICENSE
├── README.md
├── package.json
├── example/
│   ├── ...
│   └── default.md
├── theme.css
└── vivliostyle.config.js

    When you create a theme template using create-vivliostyle-theme, the essential files mentioned above will be generated automatically. The details of some typical files are described in the following sections.

  
  
    package.json

    {
  "name": "vivliostyle-theme-mybook",
  "author": "John Doe <john@example.com>",
  "main": "theme.css",
  "keywords": [
    // described below
    "vivliostyle",
    "vivliostyle-theme"
  ],
  "vivliostyle": {
    // described below
    "theme": {
      "style": "./theme.css",
      "name": "Mybook",
      "author": "John Doe",
      "category": "novel",
      "topics": ["paperback"]
    }
  }
}

    You can use vivliostyle-theme-scripts to check that the package.json of your theme conforms to the specification.

    $ vivliostyle-theme validate

    
      keywords Property

      Optional.

      Including "vivliostyle-theme" in this property's value will list your theme among the available options when creating a publication using Create Book. Ensure your theme is published as an npm package for it to appear.

      Since a theme is an npm package related to Vivliostyle, it is advisable to include "vivliostyle".

    
    
      vivliostyle.theme Property

      
        style Property

        Required. This property specifies the main CSS file in the theme.

        You can also use the style or main properties at the top level of package.json. These properties serve the same purpose as vivliostyle.theme.style, but the priority order is vivliostyle.theme.style > style > main.

        {
  "main": "theme.css",
  "style": "theme.css"
}

      
      
        author Property

        Required.

      
      
        category Property

        Optional. This property provides a hint to users about the primary use of your theme when they use it for the first time.

        Choose the category that best fits your theme from the following list:

        
          	"novel"

          	"magazine"

          	"journal"

          	"report"

          	"misc"

        

        Note that this list may be updated in the future.

      
      
        topics Property

        Optional. If you want more specific descriptions of the theme's use than the category property, you can list and describe them here.

      
    
  
  
    example/

    The example directory should contain at least one Markdown file, a straightforward example of a theme. The name of the file is arbitrary.

    In Markdown files, you can use VFM (Vivliostyle Flavored Markdown).

  
  
    theme.css

    Include the stylesheet that defines the theme's styles. Using CSS custom properties (CSS variables) is recommended so that users can flexibly customize the theme's styles.

    A theme can include multiple stylesheets. For example, besides the default theme.css, you can provide stylesheets for specific purposes as shown below:

    
      	theme_print.css: Defines styles for outputting as PDF or viewing with Vivliostyle Viewer.

      	theme_screen.css: Defines styles for outputting in webpub format such as HTML.

    

    To specify a stylesheet other than the default with Vivliostyle CLI, set the specifier and import properties as follows:

    theme: {
  specifier: 'vivliostyle-theme-mybook',
  import: 'theme_print.css',
},

  
  
    vivliostyle.config.js

    /** @type {import('@vivliostyle/cli').VivliostyleConfigSchema} */
module.exports = {
  language: 'en',
  theme: ['node_modules/@vivliostyle/theme-base', '.'],
  entry: ['example/default.md'],
  workspaceDir: '.vivliostyle',
  output: [
    'book.pdf',
    {
      path: './book',
      format: 'webpub',
    },
  ],
};

    This is a configuration file for generating publications from Markdown files in example. It is used by developers to develop themes and by theme's users to generate sample publications.

  

    ← Previous Vivliostyle Themes   Next → Vivliostyle Themes Gallery  
      
  © 2026 Vivliostyle Foundation.
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This sample s based on VEM (Viviostyle Flavored Markdown)
document. If you need more information, please check the
document.

1. Code

function main() {}

1.1. with caption
Figurel. appjs

function main) {}

Figure2. appjs

function main) {}

2. Footnotes

VFM is developed in the GitHub repositoryl. Issues are managed
on GitHub?. Footnotes can also be written inlinef.

3. Frontmater

(You can define metadata on the top of the Markdown fie. Try to
set lang option ja in the frontmatter! If you need more
information, please check Frontmatter part in VEM document)

4. Hard new line

(Try to set the hardLineBreaks option true in the frontmatter!)
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